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Rotary District 5110

PolioPlus Committee
HARRIETT H. SCHLOER, CHAIRMAN 2009-2012

61835 WALTER COURT - BEND, OR  97702

HOME: (541) 388-0769 - CELL:  (541) 388-7342

FAX. (541) 318-9994 - EMAIL: IN2DTP@EMPNET.COM

Dear CLICK HERE and insert name of School Principal
Rotary International, Rotary District 5110, your local Rotary club and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation invite the students and teachers of the CLICK HERE to Insert name of School School to join us in the fight to eradicate polio from the face of the earth.  In doing so, your students will help eliminate forever one of the most dread diseases in the history of mankind.

In October 2010 the Rotary District 5110 PolioPlus Committee will launch the “Pennies for Polio” campaign.  The “Pennies for Polio” program is an outgrowth of two historical programs that raised money from school children in the mid-20th Century to put an end to polio in the United States . . . the Easter Seals “March of Dimes” program and UNICEF’s “Trick or Treat for UNICEF” program.  By creating the “Pennies for Polio” program, we are continuing a long-standing tradition of school children helping to insure that other children half way around the world, that do not have the same opportunities that our children have, will be protected against polio.  With their loose change, our children will be saving the lives of these children in the most remote regions of the world.
For those schools that have previously participated in the “Pennies for Peace” program sponsored by Greg Mortensen’s Central Asia Institute, this program is a wonderful “fit”.  Students will be helping the same children that they previously raised funds to build schools in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  These countries are two of the four remaining countries where polio is still endemic.  Funds raised through Rotary’s $200 Million Gates Foundation challenge, which the “Pennies for Polio” program was created to support, are being used to support full-time eradication teams from UNICEF, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the World Health Organization.  These teams spend up to a year at a time in-country traveling to the most remote areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan to insure that all children are immunized.  This is a dangerous pursuit but their dedication to reach each and every child is truly remarkable.  Students will not only be helping to immunize these children against polio, they will be saving lives.  
Included with this introductory letter, you will find an overview of the Rotary District 5110 “Pennies for Polio” program, a $200 Million Gates Challenge brochure, a program overview for classroom teachers and a School Participation Form.  It is my sincere hope that your school will join with us in this endeavor.  
If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me or CLICK HERE to insert name of local Rotarian and his/her phone number, your local Rotary club contact.
Thank you for your support and consideration,
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Harriett Schloer
Chairman, PolioPlus Committee

Rotary District 5110
