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Program Overview for Schools
What is Polio?

A crippling and potentially fatal infectious disease, polio still strikes children mainly under the age of five in countries in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.  Polio can cause paralysis and sometimes death.  Because there is no cure for polio, the best protection is prevention.  For as little as $0.60 worth of vaccine, a child can be protected against this crippling disease for life.

Polio can cause paralysis within hours and polio paralysis is irreversible.  In the most severe cases, polio attacks the motor neurons of the brain stem, causing breathing difficulty and eventually death.  Up to 20% of all children who are infected with polio each year will die.  Historically, polio has been the world’s greatest cause of disability. 
Rotary International and Polio Eradication

In 1985 Rotary made a promise to the children of the world to eradicate polio from the face of the earth.  In doing so, they created the PolioPlus program, the most ambitious humanitarian program in the history of mankind.  The program is the volunteer arm of the global partnership dedicated to eradicating polio.  For the past 25 years, Rotary has led the private sector in the global effort to rid the world of this crippling disease.  Today, PolioPlus and its role in the initiative is recognized worldwide as a model of public-private cooperation in pursuit of a humanitarian goal.

Bill Gates Sr., co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation sums up the work of Rotary in his new book, “Showing Up for Life”.  Gates devotes an entire chapter to Rotary and the daunting challenge it undertook to eradicate polio worldwide.  In it he states:

“More than twenty-five years ago, when most volunteer efforts were aimed at solving problems that existed down the street, Rotary took on a global fight that nobody believed they could win – the fight to end polio worldwide.  Since then, Rotary has revolutionized our thinking for the possibilities that exist for ordinary people to significantly change the world.”
Rotarians have mobilized by the hundreds of thousands to ensure that children are immunized against this crippling disease and that surveillance is strong, despite the poor infrastructure, extreme poverty, and civil strife of many countries.  Since 1985, more than two billion children have received the oral polio vaccine.

Today the world is 99.8% polio free.  Only four countries are still polio endemic . . . Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria.  We have reached the last mile and now we are asking our communities and our schools to join in the fight to end this dread disease.  Rotary believes that when children learn more about polio and understand that they can save the life of another child with just a few coins they will want to play a part in ending this disease and saving the lives of children halfway around the world and insure they will never have polio.  That is why the PolioPlus Committee of Rotary District 5110 created the “Pennies for Polio” program and we encourage each and every school and school district to participate.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Polio Eradication

In 2007 and 2008 the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation awarded $355 million to Rotary International for the global polio eradication effort.   $200 million is a challenge grant which is to be matched by Rotary.  This is the largest challenge grant ever awarded by the Gates Foundation and the largest received by Rotary in its 105-year history.  Rotary is disbursing the grant funds in direct support of immunization activities carried out by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) partners.  Funds are awarded directly to WHO and UNICEF which then disburse them in support of National Immunization Days, surveillance, year-round immunization teams and the manufacturing of vaccines.  

This very generous gift was the catalyst that launched the final push in the eradication effort to complete the “last mile”.  World governments such as Japan, the United Kingdom, Germany, Sweden, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Mexico, France, Switzerland and the United States . . . to name just a few, have joined in the fight along with the World Bank, private industry and major partners such as Google to help Rotary reach its goal.  
Just as Rotary has done for the past 25 years, in 2008 the World Health Organization made the global eradication of polio it’s #1 top priority and since then has put the majority of its resources into the endeavor.  To finish the job, additional continued support is still needed.  With a concentrated effort on the part of Rotary and its GPEI partners during the next few years, the World Health Assembly believes that polio will be eradicated and fully certified by WHO by the end of this decade.  
What is “Pennies for Polio”?

“Pennies for Polio” is a program created by the PolioPlus committee of Rotary District 5110 to educate and involve schools and school children in the work that Rotary and its GPEI partners (World Health Organization, Centers for Disease Control, and UNICEF) have undertaken to eradicate polio worldwide and the impact the end of polio will have on global health.
All communities throughout Rotary District 5110 (all of Oregon south of Salem and the very northern part of California) will be participating in this campaign.  Mayors and city councils will be issuing proclamations declaring October as “World Polio Month” and October 24 as “End Polio Now Day”.

In our society today, very few people even realize that polio still exists because the United States has been polio-free since the 1960’s.  Before and during the “Pennies for Polio” campaign, widespread media throughout Oregon and Northern California will Create Awareness in our communities that polio is still a threat and until it is fully eradicated and the world is declared polio-free, children and adults everywhere will continue to be at risk.
The “Pennies for Polio” program is an outgrowth of two separate programs that previously raised money from school children to put an end to polio in the United States . . . the Easter Seals “March of Dimes” program and UNICEF’s “Trick or Treat for UNICEF” program.  By combining the primary components of these two programs into the “Pennies for Polio” program, we are continuing a long-standing tradition of school children helping to insure that other children, without the benefits and opportunities that our children have, will be protected against polio.  Our children will be saving the lives of other children half way around the world.
What Grades Should Participate?
The “Trick or Treat with Pennies for Polio” campaign can be used in grades K-12.  The decision as to which schools will participate in the campaign (Elementary, Middle, or High Schools) will be left entirely up to each school district.  Rotary, of course, encourages all school districts to have all schools within the district participate in the campaign in order to have the widest community impact. 
How will the schools and teachers be involved?

Rotary fully understands that educators do not need to be burdened with adding new curriculum to their already very full program.  However, for those that want to at least “introduce” polio and incorporate it in some way into their curriculum, Rotary will make it easier for them.  A basic “global health” curriculum, with a focus on polio, for all grade levels which will be ready by the time school begins in the fall.  This curriculum will be an “overview” that can be incorporated as a “supplement” to the standard curriculum.  All of the materials will be available on the http://www.penniesforpolio.org web site by the time classes convene and can be downloaded by all educators who wish to use it.
As far as the “coin collection” process for the campaign itself, it will be up to each and every school to decide if they want individual coin-collection containers so individual classrooms can be awarded certificates for their participation at the end of the campaign.  Or, if they choose instead to have two very large containers (empty commercial 5-gallon water jugs) that are placed in two primary areas of student access.  

Rotary encourages all classrooms to develop posters and Bulletin Boards on polio and why it is important that it be eradicated.  This will create awareness during the campaign and complement the overall learning process for students which can then be carried home to their parents.

When will the campaign be held?
The scheduled time period for the “Pennies for Polio” campaign is as follows.  Depending on the sponsoring Rotary clubs, the campaign will either occur in Sept-October or in March April:

· September / March (last two weeks):  Kickoff events for all schools participating in campaign.  A school assembly will be held and Rotary will make a presentation on the program.  Flyers (provided by Rotary) will be sent home to inform parents of the campaign and its purpose.  Coin collection containers will be provided (either for individual classrooms or for the entire school)
· October / April (entire month):  “Pennies for Polio” campaign.  Coins will be collected from students.  Rotarians will pick up all coin containers on the last school day of the month.
· November/May  Campaign results will be announced and certificates will be presented.  
Campaign Kick-Off
To kick-off the campaign the local Rotary club will schedule a school assembly in each school participating in the campaign to launch the campaign.  The program will include a very brief history of polio, why the eradication of polio is important, how little it costs to protect a child against polio, and how when they donate their coins they will be protecting other children from getting polio just like they’re protected because they’ve been vaccinated.
Polio Partners
Prior to the start of the campaign, Rotary will be contacting local businesses / corporations / individuals to participate in the program as a “Polio Partners”.  They will be asked to support the campaign with a pledge and to place collection containers in their place of business.
